
'Ivan' Much Like Gl, 
Is Gay, friendly and 
Generous to New Pals 

By HAL. BOYLE, 
Auoclatec Presi War Correspondent. 
WITH SOVIET TROOPS ON 

THE ELBE, April 28.—American 
soldiers were surprised to find that 
“Ivan,” the typical Russian private, 
was pretty much like his Gl count- 
erpart. 

An American sergeant who spent 
the afternoon of the link-up riding 
around with Russian officers thought 
they were pretty much like Yank 
officers. 

“They seemed to be acting under 
the same kind of orders as our offi- 
cers do," said Sergt. Gerald E. 
Hermstadt, New York City. 

“And they treated German civ- 
ilians in exactly the same way we 
do. While we were riding around one 
Russian worker came up and com- 
plained he had been mistreated by 
his German overseer, and wanted 
him shot immediately. 

“The Russian officer was sympa- 
thetic, but told him ’There will have 
to be an inquiry before there is any 
shooting.’ ” 

Nazis Fear Red Retribution. 
German civilians, however, retain 

their dread of Russian retribution 
which the Berlin radio has been 
dinning into their ears and fears 
for months. 

Most residents 6f Torgau on the 
western bank of the Elbe fled the 
city ahead of the Soviet troops. 
When we drove through to meet the 
Russians we found only a few elder- 
ly Germans in the streets. One was 
picking up stray cigarette butts and 
another was rummaging in junk 
heaps for scraps of food. 

After seeing the way the German 
units gave up to the Americans 
rather than face front-line action 
against the Russians, one is inclined 
to believe Propaganda Minister Paul 
Joseph Goebbels oversold his “So- 
viet terror” stories. 

He did such a good job he scared 
many German soldiers into believing 
it was impossible to whip a Russian 
army. 

Carry Less Equipment. 
Russian troops seem to carry much 

less equipment than ours. Amer- 
ican soldiers usually are required to 
wear helmets, even in bivouac areas 
scores of miles behind the front. I 
never saw a single Russian soldier 
wearing a helmet along the Elbe 
River front. Mostly they more 
overseas caps. 

They also wore fewer knives and 
carried less mess equipment than 
the Yanks. Most of them had only 
a big spoon stuck in their black 
leather boots, or in their old-style, 
ragged, wrap-around leggings. 

Their clothing was stained and 
worn, but the officers’ uniforms were 
as neat and well-pressed as any 
Prussian Junker would require. 

Almost every Russian carried in 
his arms or slung over his shoulder 
a wicked-looking snub-nosed auto- 
matic pistol resembling our tommy 
gun. And every gun was in good 
condition. 

Supplied With Nazi Delicacies. 
The Doughboys warmed to the 

Russians quickly, because they were 
light hearted, boisterous and gen- 
erous. As one soldier put it: 

“They shook hands with their 
right hands and offered you every- 
thing they had with their left.” 

They had unending supplies of 
captured German wines, sardines, 

LOST._ 
BILLFOLD. English Morocco, black, with 
r.i. ticket, Navy iden. badge, $50 cash, 
blood donor card with name, personal pic- 
tures. address book: lost vie. Earle Theater 
or Neptune Room Apr. 24: reward. TA, 2273. 
BLACK American husky puppy, male, 6 
wks. old, spotted tongue, reward, 5034 
Reno rd. n.w., EM, 1335. 
BLACK BOUND PUP, white collar and 
feet, brown belly and above eyes. B. 
GIVEN, 2618 g. Pierce, Arlington. 28* 
BOXES, male, lost in Arlington; dark 
brown, white chest, choke chain and collar. 
Call ox. noil. 
BRACELET, gold link, garnet and moon- 
stones. lost Thursday evening; last gift 
from sailor son. Reward. WA. 9143. 
BRACELET. Australian coins, name en- 
graved inside large coin: sentimental value. 
Reward. MI. 0856. 
CERTIF. NO. 2986 for 1 share Norfolk 
and Washington, D. C.. Steamboat Co., reg. 
in n/o Grace E. Morgan. All persons are 
called upon to show cause why a new 
certif. shall not be issued. Please address 
all notices to the Trust Department. Na- 
tional Savings and Trust Company. 
COAT, black topper, downtown vicinity; 
reward, OR, 9454._ •_ 
COCKER SPANIEL children’s pet. male, 
golden colored; answers to ‘‘Pepper’’; has 
Plymouth County, Iowa, on tag; strayed 
from Brandywine and Reno rd. n.w.: re- 
ward. OR. 8U72.29* 
COCKER SPANIEL, beige, not thorough- 
bred, female; will answer to "Beauty"; 
lost from vicinity Chevy Chase Circle; 
licensa No. 883; generous reward. OR. 
0234._ 
CORDE BAG, black, containing ration 
books, bank book, parers, etc. Keep money 
and return contents and tag. WI, 8280. 
DIAMOND, 2 carats, lost Woodmont 
Country Club tennis courts, $50 reward. 
CO. 5351. 
DOG, strayed morning of April 27, from 
home at University lane and Riggs rd.; 
black Scottie, with collar and Prince 
Georges County tag No. 8734; may be 
found going toward Annapolis on Defense 
highway; may be limping. Reward if 
found. Call Shepherd 5596. 
DOG, red, part chow, named "Toy”; if 
found notify E. H. DAVIS. Laytonsville. 
Md. Phone Damascus 2101. Reward if 
returned, 
EARRING, Friday night, gold, daisy-shaped 
blue zircon center. Reward. Contact 
Desk, Hay-Adams Hotel. _29* 
FUR JACKET, natural skunk, in Woodward 
& Lothrop box. on north-bound Friendship 
Heights streetcar, on evening of April 26. 
Liberal reward. Wisconsin 8695. 
HANDBAG, black corde, left in cab Sat. 
night, April 21; reward. Phone Republic 
1826, Extension 2605, between 8 a.m. and 
4 p.m.__ 
LADY’S black envelope handbag, contaln- 
lng keys, ration books: left on 7tb st. car 
going south; $10 reward. A. TURNER, 
NA. 8157, 
LADY'S POCKETBOOK. containing identi- 
fication, ration books, etc.; left in Yellow 
cab Saturday morning about 10:30. Gen- 
erous reward. Return to 1615 21st st. n.w. 

29* 
MILEAGE gas ration book, tag No. 186032: No. B gas ration book, tag No. 50282. 
HAYWOOD B. SLOANE. HO, 3415, 
PIN, lady's platinum, with cluster of dia- 
monds. between Conn, and L and Conn, 
and R. NO. 5913, reward. 
PIN, gold bowkno't. lost Colony House, 
taxi, Calvert Bridge car. L-2 bus, Thurs- 
day p,m„ April 26, Reward. Call OL. 8792. 
PIN, gold plate key with rhinestones. $5 
,eward. NANCY CALLAHAN, 2601 16th 
st. n.w. CO. 1000. EX. 7100, Ext. 761. 
__29*_ 

POCKETBOOK, black, hand crocheted, con- 
taining billfold with $70. other personal 
papers, gas ration “A” books. Liberal re- 
Ward to finder, AD. 7132. 
PURSE, brown, containing money, on Ta- 
koma Park bus Tuesday; reward. 601 
Somerset pi. n.w. 

__ 

SAILOR’S BLUE DUFFLE BAG, containing 
orders, on Rt. 240, Friday morning. Phone 
Emergen 6412 
ST. BERNARD, male, short-haired, brown 
and white; strayed April 27 from Rolling- 
wood. Chevy Chase, Md.. and toy spaniel, 
brown and white, old and deaf. Reward. 
Call QL. 9448.___ 
TAN AND WHITE spayed miniature collie 
named Troupor, Reward, TE. 4549. 29* 
WALLET, brown, containing $40 cash, $20 
money order, identification cards, pictures, 
etc Reward. RACHEL HUDSON, NA. 
3120, Ext. 434, 
WATCH, lady's white gold, with strap; 
Girard Perregaux: 9th bet. D and E or E 
bet. 9th and 12th: reward. MI. 6888. 29* 
WRIST WATCH, lady’s, white gold, initials 
“J. T. E.” on back: lost Thursday night. Tic. Washington Hotel. Reward. OR. 3621. 
ZIPPER BILLFOLD, brown, containing 
driver’s permit, American Legion card, 
building pass. Elks’ card and money. Llb- 
eral reward. LI. 3431, 

LOST RATION COUPON. 
GAS RATION BOOK T .and ODT certifl- 
a^.wjgew"pntcoa 6806 i2th 

B^Ak^OH*0' 4> >WU,d"t0 
ration books NO. 4, In brown leather 
folder, luued to Edith Campbell, James Buieder. eodRuthiarron, QI, 7902. 28» 

FOUND. 
male' wire-haired fox terrier, white with brown marking!. Call JA, 1805. 

GLA88ESr bifocal; foimd 8unday in alley 
5r- J3th and Penna. Call LI. 3142 after 
a p.m. 

a 

GIs MEET RUSSIAN COUNTERPARTS—Three American soldiers get^acquainted with three Rus- 
sian lighting men after troops of the east and west fronts met in Germany. The Yanks, wearing 
helmets, are, from left: Pvt. George Atkinson, no home town given; Pfc. Orie Dekker, Passaic, 
N. J., and Pfc. Bill Diehl, Lancaster, Pa. 

chocolate and spice cake to celebrate 
the junction meeting, and some 
American soldiers who arrived 
empty handed were a little shame 
faced because they had nothing to 
offer in return. But the Russians 
only seemed to want souvenirs. 

The prize souvenirs were Ameri- 
can dollar bills or United States in- 
signia of any kind. 

Russian hospitality was unbound- 
ed. They had bottomless capacity 
for liquors of all kinds, and drank 
it at a pace which American offi- 
cers found impossible to match. 

One American captain credited 
the Russian capacity for drinking 
to the fact they ate heavily from 
big bowls of fresh raw onions—one 
tumblerful of cognac to a handful 
of onions. 

‘‘I think I would rather take the 
hangover than the preventive,” he 
said. 

The Russians seemed to have 
more boys and more older men in 
the front lines than the American 
Army, and universally they looked 
tough, bronzed, seasoned and fit. 
Their discipline was easy going but 
excellent. 

The Doughboys regarded the 
tanned Russian fighting women 
with great curiosity, but had little 
desire for closer acquaintance. 

“You think twice before you try 
getting friendly with a gal toting 
a tommy gun,” said a soldier. "She 
might misunderstand you.” 

Russian Troops Free 
18,C J Captives From 
Camp South of Berlin 

By DON WHITEHEAD, 
Associated Press War Correspondent 
WITH THE AMERICAN AND 

RUSSIAN TROOPS ON THE ELBE, 
►April 28.—Russian troops have lib- 
erated 18,000 Allied prisoners of War, 
3,000 of them Americans, from the 
Luchenwald prison camp south of 
Berlin. 

Corpl. Darrell Durfey of Port- 
land, Oreg., who was liberated from 
the camp, brought the story through 
the Russian lines. He had been 
captured by the Germans February 
17, 1943, when they broke through 
the lines of the 34th and 168th Di- 
visions in the battle of Paid Pass. 

A Russian tank accompanying an 
armored car crashed through the 
barbed-wire inclosures and brought 
liberty to the thousands of pris- 
oners who had been crowded into 
a compound built to accommodate 
not more than 4,000, Durfey said. 

Stripped of Uniforms. 
Amon Carter, jr., son of the Fort 

Worth publisher, was believed to 
have been held at Luchenwald, but 
Durfey said he did not.know Carter 
and could not say whether he was 
among those waiting in the camp 
to be sent to the American lines. 
Durfey said he had not been at 
Luchenwald long enough to learn 
the names of many other prisoners. 

“The Germans treated me OX.,” 
he said, “but they gave many of the 
boys some brutal treatment. There 
were men taken prisoner in the big 
German drive last December who 
were stripped of their shoes and 
marched barefoot through the snow. 

“Most of them were stripped of 
their uniforms, too, and given \iark 
green uniforms instead. During the 
March many of them suffered frozen 
feet, and some had to have amputa- 
tions.” 

Durfey said the prisoners lived in 
tents and barracks—400 to a tent— 
with open latrines only a few feet 
from them, and only two faucets to 
supply water for the entire camp. 

Knocked Down Fences. 
When the liberating tank and ar- 

mored car reached the camp Wed- 
nesday, he said, the Russians took 
the camp’s commander, and the tank 
knocked down the fences around the 
Russian compound. 

The tank commander asked how 
many Russian prisoners were in 
good condition and could walk, 
Durfey said, adding that “those 
who could, walked out and picked 
up German rifles and machine 
pistols and machine guns, and went 
right into the battle with the other 
Russian troops.” 

The Russians advised the other 
Allied prisoners to stay in their 
compounds until they were evacu- 
ated through normal procedures, 
but some slipped out and began 
making their way to the American 
lines. Durfey was among them, and 
Thursday a Russian gave him a 
bicycle on which he pedalled to the 
Elbe where the Russians and Amer- 
icans made their historic junction. 

New Swedish Envoy 
To Washington Named 
By tbe Associated Press. 

STOCKHOLM, April 28.—Herman 
Eriksson, former cabinet member, 
will became Sweden’s Minister to 
Washington October l when the 
present Minister, Volmar Bostrom, 
retires on pension, it was'announced 
yesterday. 

Mr. Eriksson, who is 53, served 
successively as Minister without 
portfolio, Minister of Supply and 
chief of the Trade Department from 
1938 to 1944. He now heads the state 
liquor monopoly. 

Rust Epidemic Is Feared 
Rust, most dreaded enemy of the 

wheat farmer, is on the rampage 
again, with indications that 1945 
may rank as one of great rust epi- 
demics such as destroy 100,000,000 
pr more bushels of bread grain. 
t * A 

Symbolizing the meeting oX the two armies are Lt. William 
D. Robertson oX Los Angeles, credited with being the Xirst Xfcer- 
ican soldier to shake hands with a Russian soldier at Torgau, 
and Lt. Alexander Sylvashko of the Russian Army. They met 
on the east bank oX the Elbe. —Signal Corps Radiophoto. 

First Lt. H. L. Perlman (center), Brooklyn, chats with a 
Russian WAC and a Red soldier after the junction on the Elbe. 

—AP Photos by Signal Corps Radio. 

Berlin 
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and down the steel and concrete 
caverns of the dark subways. 

Russians said nothing as to what 
information they may have pointing 
to the presence of Hitler and other 
Nazi leaders in the capital, but there 
was a feeling here that some of the 
most dramatic days of the war would 
develop in the next few days. 

Soviet progress must necessarily 
be slow in the capital for the Ger- 
mans are now huddled together in 
the old center of the city and are 
fighting in positions whose ap- 
proaches are covered with every kind 
of mine and booby trap. 

German Civilians Aid in Fight. 
Surprises undoubtedly lay ahead 

of the storm groups for the Nazis 
are employing every trick in the 
book and lots of new ones, including 
the use of desperate woman mem- 
bers of the party dressed in pretty 
clothes and armed with flowers, 
candies and tommy guns. 

Old men and young boys, who try 
to look with innocence on the Rus- 
sians, are found in large numbers 
to be diversionists who, when not 
directing German mortar fire, are 
actually firing on the invaders. 

The death of 8,0QD Germans was 
illustrative of the bitemess of the 
struggle, which now has surged very 
near the Reichstag, chancellery, war 
ministry and other famous places in 
the very center of the city. 

Russian units can see Unter den 
Linden down some streets on which 
they are battling. It is less than a 
quarter of a mile from some forward 
points. Brandenburg Gate, which 
the Nazis have stoned up in an ef- 
fort to keep the Russians from hold- 
ing a victory parade through it, is 
within rifle range. 

Fighting rages around the State 
Opera House. 

Battles moved into the Reich The- 
ater in the sector of the captured 
Reichsbank, and there were many 
hand-to-hand fights near the pub- 
lic library. 

Bayonet clashes took place near 
Berlin University in the same sector. 

To the east of this hotly contested 
region, Russians drove the Nazis 
down some main streets leading into 
Wilhelmstrasse. 

Hand to hand struggles moved 

close to the old palace of Kaiser 
Wilhelm Z and the house of Wil- 
helm ZZ. 

Russian storm units were four 
blocks from the main postoffice and 
about eight blocks from the central 
market. The stock exchange and 
national galleries and the old Kaiser 
Frederick Museum were four to six 
blocks distant. 

Large* fires were raging in this 
central area. No effort was being 
made by the Germans to put them 
out. The Germans merely retreat 
to another building or house or go 
down under the ground. 

400 Strikes, Lockouts 
Reported During March 
Ey tbe Associated Press. 

The Bureau' of tabor Statistics 
says there were 400 strikes and lock- 
outs in March, a larger number 
than for any March since 1940. 

The stoppages involved 210,000 
workers and 860,000 man-days, ac- 
cording* to„ preliminary estimates. 
This represented 11/100 of 1 per 
cent of the available working time, 
the bureau reported. 

About one-third of the total idle- 
ness was piled up in the Hollywood 
studio strike, which began March 12 
and lasted throughout the month, 
and the 10-day strike at Briggs 
Manufacturing Co. plants in Detroit. 

Mayor Reported Hanged 
By Nazis in Regensburg 
By tbe ArtocUted Pres*. 

LONDON, April 28.—The Allled- 
controlled Luxembourg radio report- 
ed today that the mayor and-a priest 
were hanged publicly in Regensburg 
by Nazi authorities tbe day before 
the city' fell to the American 3d 
Army. 

The broadcast said the two led a 
peace demonstration. 
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New U. S. 15th Army 
Is Slated to Become 
Army of Occupation 
Er the Associated Press. 

SUPREME ALLIED HEADQUAR- 
TERS, PARIS, April 28.—The new 
American 15th Army trill take over 

occupation of the United States 
section of Germany, it was indicated 
today. 

Military government officers at 
the headquarters of the 15th com- 
mander, Lt. Gen. Leonard T. Gerow, 
asserted today there would be no 
pampering of Germans by occupa- 
tion forces. The Americans are 
expected to occupy much of South- 
ern Germany, a section now under 
attack by the 3d and 7th and the 
French 1st Annies. 

German civilians will be allowed a 
diet one-third as bountiful as that 
of the American soldier and only 
slightly more than half as generous 
as the standard set for liberated 
Europe. Average German rations 
will total 1,150 calories. 

At the office of Col. Thomas J. 
Moroney, former Dallas banker and 
now assistant chief of staff of G-5 
under Gen. Gerow, an officer said 
German civilians could expect the 
slim diet in the months to come. A 
G-5 spokesman termed the 1,150 
calories the maximum diet and 
asserted that German civilians were 
not getting that muah to eat in 
some areas at present. 

The spokesman said the amount 
Germans eat will depend directly 
on how willing they are to work now 
to re-establish their own food econ- 

omy. He said food will be imported 
for Germans only if needed to pre- 
vent family and disease. He added: 

“The poncy is that German pro- 
duction shall be called upon to feed 
German civilians and also Russian, 
French, Belgian, Polish and other 
displaced persons now in Germany 
awaiting transport to return home. 

“Food from Allied sources will be 
brought to Germany to feed dis- 
placed persons only after German 
resources have been exploited fully.” 

German diet control will be .ex- 
ercised by Allied occupation author- 
ities through civilian and provincial 
officials and local mayors. 

Woman Held inTorgery 
Of Drug Prescriptions 

Margaret White, 21, of 1115 N 
street N.W., was held under $1,000 
bond today by United States Com- 
missioner Needham C. Turaage for 
removal to Huntington, W. Va., to 
face charges of forging prescrip- 
tions for a drug last January. 

The woman had jumped a $1,000 
bond here holding her on similar 
charges, Federal narcotics agents 
said. That case has been dlmissed, 
they added. 

Western Front 
(Continued From First Page.) 

shaferf, Lindau, Ravensburg and 
Immenstadt. 

The 3d Army's 86th Division ad- 
vanced on Munich down the Berlin- 
Munich superhighway, gaining 9 
miles overnight. 

The Texas and Oklahoma (90th) 
Division crossed the Czechoslo- 
vakian frontier at a new point and 
reached Smaxov, 32 miles south- 
west of Pilsen and the great Skoda 
munitions works. 

The 71st, 65th, 86th and 99th Di- 
visions surged south of the Danube 
on a 50-mile front from the areas 
of the captured fortresses of Reg- 
ensburg and Ingolstadt in advances 
up to 10 miles, closing down on the 
roof of the Bavarian redoubt. The 
new 97th Infantry Division was dis- 
closed to be in action with the 3d 
Army. 

Augsburg, third largest Bavarian 
city of 185,704 inhabitants, was the 
scene of Messerschmitt aircraft and 
deisel engine factories. The city 
was founded by the Romans around 
the time of Christ and is dominated 
fey a 10th cqptury cathedral. Its 
Tall left Hitler with only 10 cities of 
more than 100,000 persons. 

A citizens committee met 7th 
Army divisional commanders yes- 
terday to arrange its surrender. 

Mopup Around Lands berj. 
The 7th Army’s Tiger and Cactus 

(103d) Divisions mopped up around 
Landsberg, 20 miles south of Augs- 
burg and had vanguards closest to 
Munich. The Rainbow (42d) Di- 
vision captured Willprechtszell, 35 
miles from Munich, and the Thun- 
derbird (45th) Division closed 
within the same distance of the city. 

The disintegration of the con- 

fused and beaten German armies 
continued apace, even as the cap- 
tured German general staff spokes- 
man, Lt. Gen. Kurt Dittmar, pre- 
dicted that Hitler would die in Ber- 
lin within a few days and that the 
war would end swiftly afterward. 

Supreme Allied headquarters noted 
that 46,694 Germans surrendered 
Thursday, raising the April total 
for Gen. Eisenhower’s armies to 
1,159,217 and the aggregate since 
D day to 2,488,922. The 7th Army 
took 23,000 Dilsoners yesterday and 
the British seized 3,000. 

The Guards Armored Division 
striking northward liberated 4,000 
British and French merchant 
marine prisoners at the Wester- 
timke prison camp near Zeven. 

tanunn! lignien areje Arc. 

The Canadian 1st Army tightened 
a siege arc around the road center 
of Oldenburg and beat against the 
defenses of the North Sea ports 
and naval bases of Emden and 
Wilhelmshaven. 

Supreme headquarters disclosed 
that MaJ. Gen. Clarence Huebner, 
commander of the 5th Corps, which 
includes the 1st Army’s 69th Divi- 
sion, had received a battle flag from 
the major general commanding the 
Russian corps which fought all the 
way from StgJingrad on the Volga 
to the historic junction Wednesday 
and Thursday at Torgau, 28 miles 
northeast of Leipzig. 

Operations of the 1st and 9th 
Armies along the Elbe were mostly 
blacked out, and the Russians said 
little of the campaign around the 
south and north pockets. Their main 
power was smashing Berlin back 
into the mud flats from which it 
sprang. 

The Russians capture of Witten- 
berg, 26 miles northwest of Torgau 
and 17 east of American-held Des- 
sau, suggested that the corridor be- 
tween the southern and northern 
redoubts might be 50 miles wide 
by now. Other junctions had been 
made south of Torgau in the Relsa 
area dose to the beleaguered Saxony 
capital of Dresden. 

CELEBRATION IN ORDER—Glasses are lifted by Russian and American soldiers to toast the 
junction of their forces at Torgau, Germany, April 25. The woman in the picture is the only 
person identified. She is Ann Stringer, United Press correspondent. 

—AP Photo by Signal Corps Radio. 
• / 

The commanding general of the Russian 58th Infantry Division (left) prepares to drink a 
toast in vodka following the historic linkup. (Moscow dispatches identified him as Maj. Gen. 
Rusakov.) At right is Maj. Gen. Emil Reinhardt, commanding the 68th Infantry Division of 
the American 1st Army. Soldiers in background are Russian. —Signal Corps Radiophoto. 
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can and Russian soldiers of all ranks 
with cameras. 

•Give us some air.” said Gen. 
Reinhardt as he finally shook off 
the mob. 

Dined at Old Fortress. 
Then the generals and their 

staffs walked up the long linden 
shaded avenue to the red brick 
fortress of Torgau, until lately the 
headquarters of German military 
courts dating back to Frederick the 
Great. It is one of the best known 
military sites in Germany. 

Here the Russian general set up 
headquarters two days ago and 
awaited the Americans since his or- 
ders were to stay east of the Elbe 
except for necessary short patrols. 

Gen. Reinhardt and his staff were 
taken to a low temporary building 
in a courtyard filled with cherry 
trees in bloom where they sat 
around a table half an hour toasting 
each other’s countries in vodka, 
champagne and wine. 

Then they crowded together 
around another table where a lunch 
of fried eggs was served. 

“I am happy to have met the 
Americans. I am proud our coun- 
tries are fighting together,” said the 
Russian general. 

Soldiers Trade Insignia. 
Outside Russian and American 

soldiers were milling aroud together 
splitting drinks and trading Russian 
for United States insignia. 

They seemed to reach an under- 
standing in common soldier lan- 
guage although very few on either 
side spoke both Russian and Eng- 
lish. 

It is curious how American and 
Russian soldiers have such a spon- 
taneous liking for each other. They 
seem to think and act alike. 
The Russians even look a lot like the 

Americans. This was most apparent 
today. This first completely uncere- 
monious meeting is auspicious of a 
long friendship of the two coun- 
tries. 

The meeting of the generals was 

naturally slightly stage set, but it 
had a dramatic prelude during the 
past 24 hours. 

30 Miles Apart for Days. 
The actual linkup was possible 

any time during the last six days 
with the two armies less than 30 
miles apart. But extreme caution 
on both sides through fear of an in- 
ternational incident kept them from 
meeting. 

Three American divisions drawn 
up on the^west bank of the Mulde 
River were under strict instructions 
not to send patrols more than 3 
miles east and not to lire eastward 
unless they were positive they were 
firing at Germans. 

For the last two days outpost 
guards on the east bank of the 
Mulde were kept constantly at pa- 
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INTERPRETER —Lt. Dwight 
Brooks of Glendale, Calif., 
who speaks French, acted as 

interpreter at the meeting of 
Russian and American troops, 
according to Blue Network 
Correspondent Gordon Fra- 
ser. —AP Wirephoto. 

rade rest to greet the Russian cere- 
moniously if they appeared. 

The Russians were following the 
same procedure on the east bank of 
the Elbe and were constantly ex- 
pecting the Americans. 

Germans Disorganized. 
The country between the rivers is 

full of armed Germans but they ap- 
parently are disorganized and spirit- 
less. The atmosphere was electric; 
with anticipation all the time both 
sides monitoring each other’s field 
radios and pushing probing fingers 
into no-man s land with junior offi- 
cers in command usually with ex- 

ceedingly strict orders. 
There was almost no resistance at 

the American side. For example 
Sergt. Rooney of Stars and Stripes 
and myself yesterday cut loose from 
an armored reconnaissance column 
for a shorter way back and making 
the wrong turn suddenly found our- 
selves in the central square of the 
large town of Leizig, hitherto un- 

entered. The town had a garrison 
of about 1,000 and German guards 
were posted on all roads leading out 
of the town. 

It was a tense five minutes but 
nobody paid any attention. Nobody 
spoke. The road guards looked 
disinterested as we sped past. A 
few minutes later eight German 
soldiers stopped our car but only to 
surrender. 

The Russians met a little more 
resistance since the Germans fear 
them more. 

Junction 
(Continued From First Page.) 

possibly In a few days, will make 
these pockets a fact. 

Speculation was running through 
Allied military circles here as to 
whether the armies which met this 
week south of Berlin would be 
shifted to one of the remaining 
fighting areas. 

The junction brought face to face 
the American 1st Army and at least 
one army of Marshal Ivan S. 
Konev’s 1st Ukrainian group. In 
the area north of the first meeting 
site, the American 9th Army also 
is at a standstill along the Elbe, 

i waiting the imminent arrival of 
other Russian troops. 

In Paris, such questions as these 
were being asked concerning these 
armies: 

Would they take new positions 
somewhere else in Europe? Would 
they be pulled out of the line and 
sent home? Would they be used— 
Russians and Americans alike—in 
a final shattering blow in the 
Pacific? 

“More bonds, more power—mere 
strength to Eisenhower." 
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